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Sugar Museum Took Root in 1902 Plantation Home

slope of Maliko Gulch to create an
inverted siphon.

Efforts were made to convey the
feeling that the viewer is still in a
room of a residence rather than in a
gallery. This was particularly impor-

Spring 2005 Vol. 2 Issue 2

HC&S sugar factory, located across
the street. The splendid view from
the window fits into the room's sto-
ryline by relating how Alexander &
Baldwin built this factory to replace

When you visit the Sugar
Museum, it's hard to avoid noticing
how much it looks just like an old
plantation house, inside and out. In
fact, that is just what it is.

The Sugar Museum was created
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Maui Sugar Plantation Festival: August 6

That's the date - save it! The Sugar Museum's
third annual Maui Sugar Plantation Festival is set
for Saturday, August 6, 2005, on the grounds of the
Sugar Museum. Admission to the museum will be
only $1.00 that day and the rest of it is all FREE!

There isn't any experience on the island qut,e

like the Maui Sugar Plantation Festival. It's a lguliaef s

cultural cornucopia of music, dance, food, demdn
tions, exhibits and displays and the ever-pop:

"plantation days" games for kids.

Do you want to volunteer? The Fesﬁ#ﬁ‘l&"° ed
about 100 volunteers on site on festival day'
use your help for just a couple of hours. If you'd hke
to be part of it, please give us a call. All volunteers
will get a free lunch ticket and free Museum passes.
Please call us at 871-8058.

Look for your Maui Sugar Plantation Festival
invitation in your July mail!

reunions who members have plantation roots
will enjoy the step back into their past. The
Sugar Museum will offer free admission to these
groups when notified in advance. Give us a call
at 871-8058.

P.S. Everyone gather at the Maui Sugar
Plantation Festival!

from the former residence of
the Puunene factory super-
intendent and his family.
The building is one of only a
few surviving from the once-
thriving plantation town of
Puunene, and is now 103
years old.

Extensive planning and
research went into turning
the former home into the
Museum. The building's
exterior was restored and
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the one at Spreckelsville after gain-

q

tant in the largest room, the
enclosed lanai, which ran
two-thirds of the way across
the front of the building. To
preserve the magnificent
spaciousness of the room
and its attractive windows,
additional walls or dividers,
large objects or tall exhibit
cases were avoided. The low
cases with see-through tops
enable a viewer entering the
room to look down its entire

renovated and the yard was Housed in a former plantation residence, the Sugar Museum's  Jength and appreciate its

landscaped as it might have
been in the 1930s. Galleries
and exhibits were constructed in
three-dimensional scale models
before the exhibits were installed.

When it opened as a museum in
1987, Museum Director Gaylord
Kubota revealed some of the
"secrets" behind its designs and use
of the interior space. The challenge
was to turn the rooms of the planta-
tion house into galleries that would
take advantage of the building's
architectural features.

The Museum's "Human
Resources Room" has a picture win-
dow which looks directly out at the

exhibits were designed to preserve the historic feel of its
beautiful century-old home.

ing control of HC&S from their chief
rival, Claus Spreckels.

A walk-in closet in the same
room was converted into two exhibit
cases by partitioning it and cutting
into one end from an adjacent room.
By modifying the closet, two exhibit
cases were created without intrud-
ing upon the limited gallery floor
space in the house.

The building's 12-foot-high ceil-
ings were also used to good advan-
tage. They accommodated a floor-to-
ceiling photo mural of workers lay-
ing a water pipeline down the steep

beauty as a room. One of
the room's tall, narrow win-
dows was converted into a naturally
back-lit bottle display case.

The planning that went into cre-
ating the Sugar Museum was later
validated by awards and recogni-
tions. The Museum received an
award for "Preservation and
Adaptive Use of a Plantation Home"
from the Historic Hawaii
Foundation, a Certificate of
Commendation from the American
Association of State and Local
History, and the prestigious Kahili
award from the Hawaii Visitor's
Bureau.
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Plantation Life Experiences Recognized

The Sugar Museum has recog-
nized individuals for their participa-
tion in and contributions to our
sugar industry and plantation her-
itage. These people have been pre-
sented with lei and an inscribed
plaque at the Maui Sugar Plantation
Festivals. Here we would like to
introduce last year's six honorees:

Joseph J. Akina was a career
HC&S employee who worked his
way up from field worker to a grade
10 chief operations supervisor at the
Puunene plant, and retired as the
engineer in charge of the Paia Power
Plant. Joseph was a 1931 graduate
of Puunene School, started work at
age 14 and retired in 1979 after 48
years in the industry.

Takuzo Inouye was recruited
as a research chemist to help
increase the recovery of sugar from
cane, soon took charge of the boiling
house, then rose to the top job in the
industry as superintendent of the
Puunene factory while serving as

superintendent of the Paia factory at
the same time! Tak ended his 33

Sugar Plantation Festival audience mem-
bers clapped as Museum Director Gaylord
Kubota acknowledges Mary Rocha.

year career in the sugar industry in
1986 as HC&S vice president in
charge of production.

George T.
Ito started as a
"crib boy" in the
Paia factory
machine shop
and later worked
with Kahului
Development
Company to
develop Dream
City. He then
become the con-
struction over-
seer for all
HC&S housing,
mills and field

himself 3 times! After 17 years as a
plantation physician, Dr. Patterson
retired in 1958, beloved by many for

facilities. George Museum Director Gaylord Kubota presents a plaque to Dr.

retired in 1981
after 49 years. George chaired two

major Paia plantation community
reunions in 1985 & 2001.

James Sadami Okada start-
ed out in Kihei Camp 3 as a helper
under his father who was in charge
of Well 3. Little did he know that
this would lead to his own 49-year
career working with the HC&S
wells. He was in charge of all the
wells when he retired. James' hobby
as an early photographer produced
photos of what life and plantation
work were like back then.

Dr. William B. Patterson
began his job as assistant plantation
physician at HC&S in 1941, and did-
n't come home for three days after
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. He
practiced at the Puunene Hospital
and often treated 100 patients dur-
ing a typical day at the clinic, then
delivered 3 babies that same night.
He vaccinated 4,700 Mauians for
small pox - accidentally inoculating

Patterson at the 2004 Sugar Museum Festival.

the role he played in their lives.

Mary Fernandez Rocha
lived and raised her family of six
children on Hamakua Poko planta-
tion where her father and her hus-
band, Frank, worked. Mary worked
hard to help provide for her family,
instilled strong values in her chil-
dren, and taught them that every-
one on the plantation was family.
Mary exemplifies the women who
faced the hardships of camp life with
strength and resiliency, contributing
to a thriving and better life for oth-
ers.

You are receiving mail from the
Sugar Museum because your
name is on our mailing list. If
you would prefer to have your

name removed from our mailing
list, please let us know and we

will be happy to remove it.
Mahalo!

Aloha Sugar Museum Friends!

In last December's newsletter, we enclosed a special letter asking for contributions to our 2004 annual donor
appeal. We asked you to demonstrate your desire to see our plantation heritage preserved and perpetuated, and
the response was very gratifying and encouraging.

Our goal was to raise a modest $9,500 from our very first annual giving appeal.

Y

Today we are just $1,500 short of that goal. With your participation, that.

is an amount easily within reach, and we would be most grateful for your‘

donation. Whatever you can give would be helpful and important to the T

Sugar Museum in continuing its mission to preserve our historic legacy.

In the 17 years that the Sugar Museum has been open
to the public, it has never before directly asked for

financial contributions. The Museum has contributeds
to its own support through a combination of
resources, including admission fees, gift shop
sales, fund raising and grants. Even with
success in these areas, the Museum needs
more financial support from outside sources. I}
The Sugar Museum is a non-profit '
organization and needs community
support to be self-sustaining, to thrive
and to grow. Please consider joining
the others who have responded to
our appeal. You may clip and send the
form below along with your check. Mahalo for
your friendship and support of the Sugar Museum!

YES! I want to help preserve our "Plantation Days" legacy. I have enclosed my donation* of:

a $35 0 $50 0 $100 0O $250 0O $500 O Other: $
NAME:
First Initial Last
ADDRESS:
Number / Street / Apt. No.
City State Zip

Please make your check payable to Alexander & Baldwin Sugar Museum and mail to:
Alexander & Baldwin Sugar Museum

P.O. Box 125
Puunene, HI 96784

MAHALO for your support!

* Your contribution may be eligible for a matching contribution by your employer, doubling the value of
your gift. Please contact your employer for information. Mahalo!



